Effect of prenatal stress on tonic pain in rats.
The effect of prenatal stress on specific biphasic behavioral response in 25-day rat pups was studied using the experimental model of formalin-induced tonic pain. Prenatally stressed rats showed hypersensitivity to tonic nociceptive stimulation manifested in increased amplitude and duration of the response. Behavioral responses observed during the interphase period attest to impairment of inhibitory processes (more pronounced in females). These findings suggest that the interphase interval is the period of active inhibitory process rather than rest period.